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Yfirlit um islenska jokla 2025

Joklar 4 islandi halda dfram ad horfa og

ryrna. Hér er gerd er grein fyrir nidurst6dum
malinga @ afkomu steerstu joklanna priggja,
st6du jokulsporda sem sjalfbodalidar
Joklarannséknafélags islands sinna, synd kort af
yfirbordsskridhrada joklanna sem unnin hafa verid
Ut frd gervitunglagégnum 4 sidastlidnum drum og
sagdar fréttir af j6kulhlaupum & drinu.

Overview of Icelandic glaciers 2025

Glaciers in Iceland continue to retreat and lose
mass. In this newsletter, the results of mass
balance measurements of the largest three
glaciers are presented, along with results of glacier
frontal variations carried out by volunteers of

the Iceland Glaciological Society, maps of glacier
surface velocities based on recent satelite data and
information on jokulhlaups that occurred in 2025.

Folukvislarjékull (fremst & myndinni) hefur hérfad um romlega 2 km & peim 100
arum sem idi® hafa milli ljssmynda. Ljésmyndir eftir Hans Kuhn (1927) og Mark
Reysoo (2023). Eldri myndin er fré Ljésmyndadeild Pjédminjasafnsins, sja fleiri
samanburdarmyndir & glacierchange.com.

Ny sprungukort
Uppfaerd sprungukort joklum landsins hafa verid gefin Ut og

taka n til fjslmargra minni jékla landsins
(www.safetravel.is/outdoors/crevasse-maps).

Skridhradi jokla

Yfirbor&shradi nokkurra skridjokla ad sumarlagi hefur verid
maeldur @ undanférnum dratugum med GPS takjum og
kort af skridhrada é jéklum landsins hafa verid gerd Ut fra
gervitunglagégnum.

Fualakvislarjokull (in the foreground) has retreated more than 2 km over the 100
year period between the two photographs. Photographs by Hans Kuhn (1927) and
Mark Reysoo (2023). The historical photograph is from the collection of the National
Museum of Iceland. More repeat photographs can be found at: glacierchange.com.

New crevasse ma PS

Updated crevasse maps have been published which have
now been extended to include some of the smaller glaciers
in Iceland (www.safetravel.is/outdoors/crevasse-maps).

Glacier surface velocity

Surface velocities have been measured for selected outlet
glaciers during the summer using GPS instruments, and
velocity maps have been compiled from satellite data for

Icelandic glaciers.

Flugsyn af tungu Hritdrjokuls og Fjallsjékuls 1982 og 2025. Myndirnar byggja

@ loftmyndum Natturufraedistofnunar og landlikani sem reiknad er G grundvelli
myndanna. Myndirnar syna vel hérfun joklanna og laekkun yfirbords peirra 6 43 éra
timabili. Myndvinnsla: Kieran Baxter.

Bird's-eye views of the tongues of Hrutdrjokull and Fjallsjékull in 1982 and 2025. Both
views are three-dimensional composites produced from aerial photographs from

the Natural Science Institute of Iceland. The images clearly show the retreat of the
termini and the lowering of the glacier surfaces over the 43-year period. Images
produced by Kieran Baxter.



) Skridhradi & joklabreytinga

o

Medalyfirbordsskridhradi
islensku joklanna 2014-2024*
Average surface velocity of
Icelandic glaciers 2014-2024*

215 metrar d dag **

1 metres per day **
0.32
01 o
O
0.03 @27 ‘
<001 Périsjokull
Skridhradi jokla >

Skridhradi jokuls raedst af pykkt hans, halla yfirbordsins,
pbykkt og gerd sets @ jokulbotninum, hita issins, vedrattu

og darstima. Til ad mynda eykst skridhradinn i miklum
rigningum pegar regnvatnid naer nidur a jokulbotn og
minnkar vidnam. Medalyfirbordsskridhradi joklanna

a timabilinu 2014-2024 hefur verid reiknadur med
gervihnattamalingum af ENVEO i samstarfi vid Vedurstofu
islands og Jardvisindastofnun Haskélans. Skrid jéklanna er
nokkru haerra ad sumri, sum stadar allt ad tvofalt meira en
ad vetri, og maelist ~1 m/dag & hradari skridjéklum landsins.

Glacier surface velocity

The speed of the glacier is mainly dependent on the ice
thickness, surface slope, the thickness and properties of
basal sediments, and the temperature of the ice, but also on
the weather and the season. The average annual surface
velocity of glaciers in Iceland during the period 2014 to
2024 has been calculated by an analysis of radar images
from satellites from ENVEO in collaboration with the
Icelandic Meteorological Office and Earth Science Institute
of University of Iceland. The summer velocity is typically
substantially higher or up to twice the winter velocity, with
some of the larger outlet glaciers moving ~1 m/day.

Spordur Heinabergsjékuls.
The tongue of
Heinabergsjokull.

Ljésm./Photo: Porvardur
Arnason, 11. oktéber, 2025.

* Wuite, J., Libert, L., Nagler, T., and Jéhannesson, T. Continuous monitoring of ice
dynamics in Iceland with Sentinel-1 satellite radar images. Jokull 72, 1-20 (2022).
DOI: 10.33799/jokull2022.72.001

** Skridhradinn er syndur a l6garitmiskum skala til pess aé draga fram laegri gildin.

** A logarithmic scale is applied here to better show differences in low-velocity values.

Q Ice-flow velocity & glacier changes
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Sjalfbodalidar vid ==
spordamaelingu @ Blagnipujokli.
Volunteers measuring the =
terminus of Blagnipujokull.

Ljésm./Photo: Hlynur Snaland,
8.névember, 2025

Einar Gunnlaugsson

vid spordamaelingar

@ Sélheimajokli med =5
fiarlegdarkiki. Einar g
Gunnlaugsson measuring
the front of Sélheimajokull
with a laser rangefinder.

Ljésm./Photo: Gunnlaugur
Einarsson, 6. névember, 2025.
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Jardhitakatlar sem tengjast
jokulhlaupum 2025

Geothermal cauldrons from which
jokulhlaups originated in 2025
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Kort byggt G Copernicus Sentinel gégnum (2023).
Map contains modified Copernicus Sentinel data (2023).

Jokulsporéamazelingar

Flestir jokulspordar hérfa 2024-2025 samkvaemt
maelingum sjdlfbodalida Joklarannséknafélagsins.
Breytingin er einna mest & steerri skridjéklum Vatnajokuls,
Langjékuls og Myrdalsjékuls. Mikid hop maeldist @
Leirufjardarjokli og Lambatungnajékli og orlitill framgangur
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Glacier terminus measurements

According to the measurements of the volunteers of the
Iceland Glaciological Society, most glaciers retreated in
2024-2025. The largest changes were observed at the larger
outlet glaciers of Vatnajokull, Langjokull and Myrdalsjokull.
Leirufjardarjokull and Lambatungnajokull retreated
considerably and a slight advance was observed in Gigjokull.
Heinabergsjokull has begun to break up in recent years, and
the snout is now 3 km shorter than 2 years ago. Further
information can be found in the annual report in the journdl
Jokull and the measurements are available on the glacier
web portal (www.icelandicglaciers.is).
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~ i Gigjokli. Heinabergsjokull brotnadi mikid upp sumarid 2025

og hefur spordurinn styst um 3 kilometra a sidastlidnum
2 arum. Lesa md nanar um spordamaelingar i grein i
timaritinu J6kli og nidurst68ur maelinganna eru birtar

joklavefsjanni (www.islenskirjoklar.is).
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Joklar d islandi og spordamaelistadir @ Nordurlandi.
Glaciers in Iceland and terminus measurement sites in North Iceland.
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Yfirbordsafkomu priggja staerstu jéklanna (fyrir ofan) og uppséfnud afkoma
peirra fra upphafi meaelinga (til haegri). Pessir j6klar geyma >95% af rammadli
iss i joklum landsins. Nidurstédurnar dsamt Gtskyringum eru adgengilegar a
www.islenskirjoklar.is og i skyrslu i J6kli.

Specific surface mass-balance of the three largestice caps in Iceland (above)
and the accumulated mass balance (right). The three ice caps contain >95% of
the volume of all of the glaciers in Iceland. The results are accessible at www.

icelandicglaciers.is and in the mass balance report in the journal Jékull.

Jokulhlaup

Nokkur jékulhlaup urdu 4@ drinu. Jékulhlaup braust

fram undan Sandfellsjékli i Myrdalsjokli i Leird/Skalm

i joli. Jokulhlaup Or Hafrafellsléni vard i agist, med
hdmarksrennsli um prefalt sidsumarsrennsli Hvitar. Frekar
litid Skaftarhlaup vard i desember Ur Vestari-Skaftarkatli,
sambaerilegt miklu sumarrennsli. | 3skjubrin Hofsjokuls
myndadist nyr ketill i agUst sem er liklega myndadur af
samfelldum leka jar&hitavatns fré katlinum.

Jokulhlaups (Glacier outburst floods)

A few jokulhlaups occurred in 2025. A jokulhlaup emerged
from Sandfellsjokull in Myrdalsjékull into river Leird/Skélm
in July. Lake Hafrafellslén was emptied during a few days in
August, with a maximum discharge approximately equal to
tripple the summer discharge. A rather small flood occurred

Upplysingarnar sem hér birtast eru byggdar @ maelingum jéklahéps
Jardvisindastofnunar Haskdlans, Vedurstofu Islands, Landsvirkjunar,
Nattorustofu Sudausturlands og J6klarannséknafélags Islands.

Ndnar ma freedast um j6kla- og loftslagsbreytingar @ vefnum Hérfandi jéklar:
www.vatnajokulsthj rdur.is/fr la/horfandi-joklar/um-horfandi-jokl

Birt med CC-BY skilmalum/This material is licensed under CC-BY
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Afkoma jéklanna

Jokularid 2024-2025 var afkoma maeld @ um 130 st68dum

@ joklum landsins og reyndist joklunum pungt i skauti. Litil
vetrarafkoma og mikil sumarleysing olli pvi ad drsafkoman
var mun neikvaedari en i medaldri. Petta tap skyrist af
évenjulegum hlyindum ad hausti og vetri, sem ollu pvi ad
Urkoma féll sem regn frekar en snjér, og af einu hlyjasta
sumri frd upphafi malinga. Gégnin benda jafnframt til
bess ad timabili haegari ryrnunar, sem rikti drin 2012-2020,
sé lokid og joklarnir tapi nU aftur massa jafn 6rt og d
timabilinu 1995-2011.

Glacier mass balance

For the glaciological year 2024-2025, mass balance was
measured at ~130 sites on Icelandic glaciers and was very
negative. Unusually low snow accumulation during the winter
months and high precipitation ratio lead to an exceptionally
negative mass balance. The mass loss rate of the glaciers
has accelerated since 2020, reverting to the high loss rates
observed in the 1995-2011 period, following a temporary
slowdown between 2012 and 2020.
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Mynd tekin vid jokulbotn
undir svelgjum

sem hlaupvatn Or
Hafrafellsléni for um.

At the base of the
glacier, showing the
subglacial flood path
of the jokulhlaup from
Hafrafellslon.

Ljésmyndir/Photographs:
Bergur Einarsson, 20.
september 2025

from the western Skaftd cauldron in December, comparable
to typical summer discharge. A new cauldron was formed

in the caldera rim of Hofsjokull during summer, presumably
caused by continuous geothermal leakage.

The results presented here are based on the measurements of the glacier group of
the Institute of Earth Sciences, University of Iceland, the Icelandic Meteorological
Office, Landsvirkjun - the National Power Company of Iceland, the South East
Iceland Nature Research Center and the Iceland Glaciological Society.

Further information about glaciers and climate change can be found on the website:
www.vatnajokulsthj rdur.is/en/melting-glaciers/um-horfandi-jokl
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